
To support our mission of improving public health and preventing disease through continuously improving laboratory practices, the
, Division of Laboratory Systems, Public Health Practice Program Office, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention announces the availability of a HIV rapid testing performance evaluation program (HIV Rapid Testing 
MPEP).  This program will offer external performance evaluation (PE) for rapid tests such as the OraQuick® Rapid HIV-1 Antibody 
Test, recently approved as a waived test by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and for other licensed tests such as the Abbott-
Murex SUDS® HIV-1 Test.  Participation in PE surveys may lead to improved testing performance because participants have the 
opportunity to identify areas for improvement in testing practices.  This program will help to ensure accurate testing as a basis for 
development of prevention and intervention strategies.

This external quality assessment program is currently available at to sites performing rapid testing for HIV antibodies.  This 
program will offer your laboratory/testing site an opportunity for:

          

In July 2003 we will launch the HIV Rapid Testing MPEP for U.S. and foreign laboratories using well-characterized plasma samples.  
Shipment dates are July 8th for foreign laboratories and July 22nd for U.S. laboratories.  This program will be customized for ease of 
use in HIV rapid testing sites.  Laboratories may participate individually, or groups of laboratories may choose to participate through a 
core site organized by their state or local Health Department.  In addition, we plan to initiate a pilot study in the Summer of 2003 
among U.S. laboratories using the OraQuick® Rapid HIV-1 Antibody Test to evaluate the feasibility of using stabilized whole-blood 
samples developed for this purpose.

We encourage laboratories performing HIV rapid testing to participate in both the pilot study (U.S. participant sites) and the HIV 
Rapid Testing MPEP (both U.S. and foreign sites).  

 
Model Performance Evaluation Program (MPEP)

NO COST 

ANNOUNCING
Performance Evaluation Program for 

Rapid HIV TestingRapid HIV TestingRapid HIV TestingRapid HIV Testing

 enrollment information: enrollment information:
CALL or 
 

770-488-8130 770-488-8091 CALL or   
 

770-488-8130 770-488-8091 

http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/mpep/enrollment.asp  

 Http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/mpep/rdescrp.asp 

 enroll online at enroll online at

For more information on the , visit our website atMPEP

assuring that you are providing accurate tests through external quality assessment,assuring that you are providing accurate tests through external quality assessment,

          improving your testing quality through self-evaluation in a nonregulatory environment,          improving your testing quality through self-evaluation in a nonregulatory environment,

          testing well characterized samples from a source outside the test kit manufacturer,          testing well characterized samples from a source outside the test kit manufacturer,

          discovering potential testing problems so you can adjust procedures to eliminate them,          discovering potential testing problems so you can adjust procedures to eliminate them,

          comparing your results to others at a national and international level, and          comparing your results to others at a national and international level, and

          consulting with CDC staff to discuss testing issues.          consulting with CDC staff to discuss testing issues.
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